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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the languajge, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application {under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 With regard to the elements* of the intemational application, this report is based on ('ff'^^^J^^^^^ .^'^^^ 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are refened to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

^.^0 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

-I received on 1 1 .05.2005 with letter of 06.05.2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/2,2)2 ' as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had noS m^ have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages . 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsAigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If Item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-9 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 
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Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-9 




No: 


Claims 
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Re Item V. 

1.0. The following documents are referred to in this communication: 
D1: US 4 222 137 A 
D2: US 6 295 673 B1 
D3: US 2 595 072 A 
D4: US-A-2 049 550 
D5: AU 551 300 B 
D6: US-A-2 558 288 
D7: US-A-2 985 895 
D8: US-B-6 295 6731 

2.0. INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject matter of claim 1 does not involve an Inventive step in the sense of Article 
33(3)PCT. 

2.1 .1. Document D1 , which is considered to represent one of the most relevant state of the 
art to the subject matter of claim 1 , discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this 
document): 

a bed or mattress including a plurality of pocketted springs (22) and a base (18) to 
which said springs (22) or some a least of said springs (22) are directly or indirectly 
secured, said base (1 8) being movable in the axial direction of said springs (22) so as to 
vary the compression of said springs (22)or some at least of said springs (22) , an upper 
surface (A) of said bed or mattress remaining in the same horizontal plane or substantially 
the same horizontal plane (see col. 3 lines 8-14) regardless of the degree of compression 
of said springs (22) or some at least of said springs (22) and the position of said base (18) 
(cf. claim 1). 

2.1.2. The subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs from the disclosure of D1 in that: 
a plurality of springs are pocketted springs. 

2.1.2.1. Furthermore documents D2-D7 (see search report) show the features mentioned 
In point 2.1.1. 
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2.1.3. The problem to be solved by the present Invention may therefore be regarded as: 
how to provide improved springs. 

2.1.4. In view of D8 the solution proposed in claim 1 of the present application cannot be 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

the feature of "plurality springs being a pocketted springs" is described in D8. The skilled 
person would therefore regard it as a norma! option to include this feature In the bed or 
mattress described in D1 In order to solve the problem posed. 

2.1.5. Therefore the features disclosed in any of the documents D1-D7 and D8 would be 
combined by the skilled person, without exercise of any inventive skills In order to solve the 
problem posed. The proposed solution In independent claim 1 thus cannot be considered 
inventive (Article 33(3) PCT). 

3.0. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-9 

Dependent claims 2-9 do not contain any features which, in combination with the features 
of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of inventive 
step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

All these features are known per se or fomn part of the prior art used for the corresponding 
purpose: 

a) claims 2-6: 

- D8: fig. 3; col. 2 lines 38-44 

- D3: fig. 2,3,4-7; col 2 lines 62-64 

- D2, D4-D7 

b) claims 7,9: 

- D3-D7, figures 

c) claim 8: 

- D1-D7, figures 

Furthermore these features concern only constructional developments solving independent 
problems without producing any surprising effect which would result from their 
combination. 
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CLAIMS: 

05 1 . A bed or mattress including a plurality of pocketted springs and 
a base to which said springs or some at least of said wrings are 
directly or indirectly secured, said base being movable m the axial 
direction of said springs so as to vary the compression of said springs 
or some at least of siaid springs, an upper surface of said bed or 

10 mattress remaining in the same horizontal plane or substantially the 
same horizontal plane regardless of the degree of compression of said 
springs or some at least of said springs and the position of said base. 

2. A bed or mattress according to Claim 1 , wherein said pocketted 
15 springs are single pocketted springs, double pocketted springs, 

pocketted springs arranged in end-to-end and co-axial relationship, or 
a combination th^eof . 

3 . A bed or mattress according to CMm 1 or Claim 2, wherein 
20 said pocketted springs are arranged in rows each surrounded or 
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partially surrounded by fabric or other suitable material. 

05 4. A bed or mattress according to Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein 
two rows, three rows or more are each surrounded by a single piece 
of fabric or other suitable material. 

5. A bed or mattress according to Claim 3, wherein the rows of 
10 springs or some of the rows of springs are secured directly to said 

base. 

6. A bed or mattress according to Claim 3, wherein adjacent rows 
of springs or groups of rows of springs are adhesively secured 

1 5 together and a bar or other means is located between said rows or 
groups of rows of wrings. 

7. A bed or mattress according to any of Claims 1 to 6, wherein 
said base is formed of a plurality of sections movable independently 
20 of one another so that the compression of the springs may be varied 
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in selected areas or in a selected area of said bed or mattress. 

05 8, A bed or mattress according to any of Claims 1 to 6, wherein 
said base is formed as a single structure. 

9. A bed or mattress according to Claim 7 or Claim 8, wherein 
said base or a part or parts of said base is/are moved in the axial 
10 direction of tiie springs by one or more air bags, screw motors, 

electric motors, or by means of jack handle(s) or by any other suitable 
meems. 
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